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Poems by Duo Duo £ %
Translations by Lucas Klein

Night

in a night full of symbols

the moon is like the pale face of the ill
like the shifting time of a mistake
while death is like the doctor at bedside

dispassionate passions

the heart’s fearsome variations

on the field before the house the moonlight coughs lightly
a moonlight signifying exile clear to the eye
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Notes on Aesthetics

the forbidden city drumbeat from two hundred years ago
now tends to silence, history’s late stage footsteps
ominously reverberating around

ten million unfathomable streams of thought

the retrogression of one soul

crosses dream’s ancient room

toward the night surge of the east...

the gate of divine might that I glimpse

shuts again, concept

weary from voyaging, only the tree I leaned on
keeps hiding in the dark

like birds perched in sleep

with their feathers just slightly ruffled

R¥EIL

B EER
CaTRE P L
P3E AN R

8% T3 26 AN AT il ) 8
—Jhk R B [ ]
FIBHE 1 5 1A

SAARTT SR ...

PR

HRH, W

O Tz, RATERMKEEL AR
R SRR T RA I

15— R AR

R PRSI eI

(1976)



Instruction

—decadent memorial

in just one night, the wound burst
and all the books on the bookshelf betrayed them
only the era’s greatest singer
with a hoarse voice, at ear-side, sang softly:
night of a knight night of a century
they were removed by the forests of an advanced society
and limited to such themes:
to appear only as a foil to the
world’s miseries, miseries
that would become their lives’ obligation

who says the themes of their early lives
were bright, even today they still take it

as a harmful dictum

on a night with no artistic storyline
lamplight originated in misperception

what they saw was always

a monotonous rope appearing in winter’s snowfall
they should have kept playing, tirelessly
wrestling with whatever flees and living
with whatever cannot remember

even if it brought back their earliest longings
emptiness became the stain on their lives

their misfortune came from the misfortune of ideals
but their pain they’d helped themselves to
self-consciousness sharpened their thinking
but from self-consciousness, blood loss

they couldn’t make peace with tradition

even though before their birth

the world had existed uncleanly for a long time
they still wanted to find

the first criminal to discover “truth”

and tear down the world

and the time it needs to wait

faced with chains hanging around their necks
their only crazy act

was to pull them tighter

but they were no comrades



their disparate destructive forces

were never close to grabbing society’s attention

and they were reduced to becoming spiritual criminals
because: they had abused allegory

but in the end, they pray in the classroom of thought

and fall comatose at seeing their own writings so clearly:

the time they lived in was not the one the lord had arranged

they are the misborn, stopped at the point of misunderstanding life
all that they went through—nothing but the tragedy of being born
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